
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Isaiah 6:1-8 –  

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were 
seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they 
covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were 
calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."  At 
the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke.  

"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD Almighty."  

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 
from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and 
said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away and your sin atoned for."  

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, 
"Here am I. Send me!"  

 I must admit that I haven’t met many cele-
brities.  This week I tried to remember which 
celebrities I may have encountered in my life.  
There weren’t too many: 
 

 I did meet Cecil Cooper, the first base-
man for the Milwaukee Brewers’ 1982 
World Series team. 

 Joel and I met Tom Kite, the 1992 U.S. 
Open golf champion when he played at 
Sahalee Country Club a few years ago, 
and Joel got his autograph. 

 I met Sinjin Smith, beach volleyball le-
gend when I was in college.  He signed 
my camera case! 

 I met Bob from Sesame Street (1970’s 
and 80’s) at a book signing in 
Milwaukee, WI. 

 And, for some reason I still have an 8 x 
10 autographed picture from 1973 Miss 
America, Toni Meeuwssen, who was 
visiting Portland, OR, when I was six!  

But other than that, I can’t think of many 
other celebrities that I have met. 

Whom have you met that our world would 
consider a celebrity, among the talented or 
wealthy of our world?  I’m sure with all the 
people here, many of you have met many 
celebrities. 

Yet whoever the greatest celebrity you have 
met might be, they will not come close to 
comparing with the splendor, glory, wealth, or 
impressive grandeur of the One that Isaiah 
encountered long ago on at the time of his 
commissioning as a prophet of God.  On this 
Trinity Sunday, the reading that we will focus on 
is Isaiah’s encounter with the true and living 
God, who allowed Isaiah a glimpse into his 
throne room.  Let’s read from Isaiah 6:1-8 this 
morning, and make “Three Observations on 
Trinity Sunday.”    

1. What a sight! 
This is truly a remarkable reading, isn’t it?  In 

Revelation-like detail and clarity, Isaiah saw the 
Lord himself in his Temple.  What a sight!  Look 
at the details in this revelation: 

 This was the “Lord.”  Right there we 
stop and wonder.  How could he see 
the Lord?  At the time of Moses, God 
told him, “You cannot see my face, 
for no one may see me and live" 
(Exodus 33) That’s why when the 
Lord agreed to show him a glimpse of 
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his glory, he could only show him his 
back.  How could Isaiah see the Lord?  
Was this a partial glimpse of glory, 
like Moses received?  Was it an 
exception to the divine rule that God 
had made about his glory appearing 
before sinful mortals?  We don’t 
know, but what a sight this was! 

 The Lord’s throne – Isaiah saw the 
Lord’s throne?  How could this be?  
We don’t know, but Isaiah wrote that 
it was “high” and “lofty.”  We can 
only imagine him trying to put finite 
words on this majestic scene!  What a 
privilege that God would show his 
throne to him!   

 Isaiah saw “seraphs,” the Hebrew 
plural being “seraphim,” as we sang 
in the opening hymn.  What are 
seraphim?  Literally, the word means 
“burning ones.”  Most interpreters 
identify these individuals as a special 
angel honor guard that is praising the 
Lord on his throne in heaven. 

 “Holy, holy, holy!” they shout.   The 
Lord is holy x 3, perhaps a reference 
to the triune (three-in-one) nature of 
God.  Their voices cause the door-
posts and thresholds of God’s temple 
to shake!  Perhaps you’ve been to a 
stadium where a full house is shout-
ing at the top of their lungs and the 
upper deck seems to be shaking and 
coming apart because of the volume.  
Impressive!  (However, I think Isaiah 
might have seen the sights at 
Centurylink Field and said, “That’s 
nothing!”) 

 “LORD Almighty” – This special name 
is used by the seraphim.  Literally, the 
“Lord of hosts” or “Lord of armies.”  
This is a God of power. 

 Smoke filled the temple - The scene 
seems much like Mt. Sinai in the Old 
Testament. In Exodus 19 the Israelites 
“stood at the foot of the moun-
tain.  Mount Sinai was covered with 
smoke, because the LORD descended 

on it in fire. The smoke billowed up 
from it like smoke from a furnace, the 
whole mountain trembled violently, 
and the sound of the trumpet grew 
louder and louder” (vv. 17-19). 

 And the fullness of the whole earth is 
his glory, they said.   

What a sight! 
As we absorb all these words from Isaiah this 

morning, this is nothing that you have exper-
ienced, right?  You never have the chance to 
encounter this holy God, do you?  Or do you? 

“The fullness of the whole earth is his glory!” 
or put a different way, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands.” (Psalm 19)  When you see the sights 
and vistas of the earth that he has created, you 
are seeing a reflection of his glory.   

A sight that I’ve enjoyed is at Hurricane 
Ridge.  What a majestic sight from the northern 
side of the Olympic Mountains!  The mountains 
in the distance loom impressively, and the trees 
seem like ornate crafts. This is simply the work 
of the Lord, which displays his glory.  What a 
sight! 

But there’s more.  You encounter this God 
who is “Holy, holy, holy” even more directly on 
a regular bases.  When you enter his temple, his 
church, his house, you come into his presence 
in a special way.  “Oh sure, this is God’s house.  
Of course,” you say.  But think about this.  This 
is God’s temple among us, the same God whose 
heavenly glory Isaiah was privileged to see.  It 
contains the font, where miracles regularly 
happen as faith is worked and forgiveness is 
given.  Here stand the podiums where the Word 
of God is read and proclaimed.  Here is the altar 
where the Lord’s Supper is distributed.  We feel 
so joyful at the Lord’s Supper being prepared 
that we sing this same song in one of our 
liturgies: “Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly 
hosts!”  And the cross of Christ looms overhead.  

But has the awe worn off on you a bit?  Has 
familiarity taken its place?  Can this become a 
place that has long ceased to be a room you 
enter with a gasp?  Do you enter without a 
second thought?  Even worse, might this even 



be a place that you could take or leave on your 
calendar each week?   

If so, we must remember whose house this 
is and what messages are proclaimed here.  This 
is the temple of the Lord that we come to!  This 
is the closest we will come to the true temple 
and throne of God on this side of heaven!  
What a sight! 

2. What fear! 
So, what is Isaiah thinking about why all this 

is taking place?  "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am 
ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."  

Isaiah used some strong words to describe 
how he felt: Woe!  Ruined!  The word for 
“ruined” literally means to cease, to be cut off, 
to fail.  Isaiah felt like he was going to be short-
circuited out of existence because of his un-
worthiness to be in that place and to see those 
sights.   

Do your remember any other people in the 
Bible who felt that way when they saw a 
glimpse of God’s glory?  

 Peter, who fell down in the boat when 
Jesus brought about a great catch of 
fish and said, “Go away from me, Lord.  
I am a sinful man!”   

 Jacob, who saw the dream of the 
stairway to heaven, as Scripture says he 
was “afraid” when he woke up and said, 
“How awesome is this place!  This is 
none other than the gate to heaven!”   

 The guards at the Easter tomb who 
fainted.  This is the reaction of those 
who encounter God’s glory. 

Why these feelings?  Isaiah said, “I am a man 
of unclean lips, and live among a people of 
unclean lips.”  It would be good to know some 
background of the time when Isaiah lived.  He 
would be a prophet during the reign of four 
different kings. King Uzziah, mentioned here at 
the beginning of Isaiah’s ministry, had brought 
about a time of peace and prosperity during his 
reign, but had not brought about a time of 
spiritual growth and faithfulness to the Lord.  
After his reign it would be a time of uncertainty.  
We could die tomorrow!  Eat, drink, and be 

merry!  So sin and disobedience increased.  
Sinners were fat and happy when they were 
“eating, drinking, and being merry.”   The nation 
had turned away from God.  The sin of the 
people and Isaiah’s own sinful condition was 
painfully obvious before the God that was 
“Holy, holy, holy.”  What fear Isaiah had as he 
realized his puniness, unworthiness, and sin-
fulness before this holy God. 

We have every bit as much reason to fear 
this God as Isaiah did.  His holiness should hit 
you square between the eyes when you 
contemplate his holiness and glory and honestly 
reflect on your unworthiness and sin.  Here is 
where a look at your lips would be helpful.   

In the New Testament, James writes about 
the dangers and corruption of the tongue: “The 
tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set 
on fire by a small spark.  The tongue also is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. 
It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole 
course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire 
by hell.  All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and 
creatures of the sea are being tamed and have 
been tamed by man, but no man can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse men, who have been made 
in God's likeness.  Out of the same mouth come 
praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not 
be.” 

What have your lips said this past week?  
How have they painfully displayed your un-
worthiness before the God who is “Holy, holy, 
holy?”  And what things haven’t they said that 
should have been said?  Along with Isaiah, 
what fear we should have that we should see 
and meet this holy God! 

3. What forgiveness! 
Thank the Lord that our reading does not 

end there today, but goes on: “Then one of the 
seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, 
"See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away and your sin atoned for."  Then I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall 



I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, 
"Here am I. Send me!"  

What remarkable details are included here!  
The altar is present in the temple of the Lord.  
And hot coals are on this altar.  These coals, we 
hear, can purify, like when we take a needle we 
need to dig a sliver out with, and place it in the 
flame for a few moments.   

One of the seraphs takes this hot coal and 
touches those lips of Isaiah and pronounces his 
forgiveness.  “Your guilt is taken away and your 
sin atoned for.”  That second phrase has a most 
vivid word.  The word for “atone” is CAPHER.  
It’s a bit ironic that the English meaning for this 
word sounds the same – “cover.”  It means to 
cover over, and thus has the sense of appeasing 
and pacifying.  We have a similar picture in 
English.  If there’s a problem, someone might 
say it needs to be “smoothed over.” 

CAPHER is used in some profound places.  
Not only is it a word for forgiveness, it also is 
the root word for the top of the Ark of the 
Covenant, called the “mercy seat” in the King 
James translation.  It was the place where the 
blood was sprinkled once a year by the high 
priest in the Most Holy Place, to picture the 
atonement price required for sin.  And do you 
remember the day on their Old Testament 
festival calendar that this took place?  YOM 
KIPPUR (see CAPHER?)  The day of CAPHER, the 
Day of Atonement. 

This all pointed ahead to the Messiah who 
would come to do this work of atonement, who 
would have his blood shed.   This is Jesus Christ, 
the One who would suffer and die on the cross 
to pay the price of unworthy sinners before a 
holy God.  This would be the One who would 
take the guilt of your sin and pay for it on the 
altar of the Lord.  This would be the reason that 
hot coals would be available there on that altar, 
which could touch the lips of Isaiah and cleanse 
him, giving him forgiveness.  This was the way 
that he could become a human “holy one,” a 
saint in God’s sight that could live with the Lord 
in heaven.  What forgiveness!  And now he 
would be ready to speak about that forgiveness 
in his ministry for the Lord. 
 

How does the atonement that has covered your 
sins touch you in God’s house?  It has touched 
your head in a number of ways: 

 In baptism, the waters connected with 
the Word pour down on the head of 
the baptized, forgiving sins and giving 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 The Word of God enters your ears and 
works faith in the One who has created 
you and saved you. 

 And the Lord’s Supper is offered to you, 
where the body and blood of Christ 
touch your lips, personally assuring you 
of the atonement and forgiveness that 
he has won for you with his suffering 
and death. 

What forgiveness is ours!    
On this Trinity Sunday, which is also 

Graduation Sunday, I think about the ten 8th 
graders who are completing their grade school 
education in our Lutheran school.  For years 
they have come to our classrooms and have 
encountered the Lord.  They have seen him in 
religion classes, Catechism instruction, hymno-
logy, and school chapel.  They have seen the 
King through the eyes of faith.  And they have 
learned of the atonement and forgiveness that 
has touched their lips as well.  As they go off to 
the next stage of their education, we pray that 
they would continue to grow in the faith and in 
appreciation for the One who has revealed 
himself to them.  And we pray that they would 
regularly come to God’s own house to 
encounter him here in his temple and continue 
to grow in their faith.   

After all, he is greater than any celebrity 
they or you will ever meet.  This is the Lord!  
This is the triune God.  This is the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.  This is their God, and your God 
too.   

1. What a sight! 

2. What fear! 

3. What forgiveness! 
 

May we all come before him often until the 
day when we will come together into his eternal 
presence in heaven!   Amen.  


